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ABSTRACT 
 

The female population characteristic of any area or region is a significant reflection of physical, economic, 
social justice conditions and av
level of education, employment, income, and health as well as their roles within the family and the society.  In 
view of this chapter has been analyzed using systematic socio spatial analysis by means of a structural eduation 
modeling and factor analysis to extract various aspects of the female population characteristic in the Usilampatti 
Taluk.  
Keywords: Female Population Characteristic, Structural Eduation Modeling, Factor Analysis 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Structural Equation Modeling is a multivariate 
statistical analysis technique that is used to analyze 
structural relationships.  This technique is the 
combination of factor analysis and multiple regression 
analysis or path analysis, and it is used to analyze the 
structural relationship between measured variables 
and latent constructs. Structural equation modeling 
(SEM) provides a very general and convenient 
framework for statistical analysis that includes several 
traditional multivariate procedures, for example 
factor analysis, regression analysis, discriminant 
analysis and canonical correlation as special cases.  
Structural equation modeling is a confirmatory 
approach to data analysis by specifying the 
relationships among variables since factor analysis is 
more exploratory and descriptive by nature so that 
hypothesis testing in rather difficult.  Structural 
equation modeling provides explicit estimates of error 

variance parameters.  Structural equation modeling 
procedures incorporate both observed and 
unobserved variables.   Structural equation models are 
often visualized by a graphical path diagram and also 
a very general, chiefly linear, chiefly cross-sectional 
statistical modeling technique.  Structural equation 
modeling (SEM) refers to a diverse set of unrelated 
computer algorithms and statistical methods that fit 
networks of constructs to data.   
 

II. STUDY AREA 
 
Madurai district is one among the 32 districts of 
Tamilnadu.  Usilampatti Taluk is located in the 
northwestern part of Madurai district and south of 
Tamil Nadu state.  The Taluk lies between 90
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elevation of 201mts.  Its total geographical area is 
501.368sq.km.  This taluk consist of 5 firkas and 54 
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THE FISHERY COAST UNDER IMPERIAL CHOLAS 

Dr. R. Abbas 

In the ninth century inter-power conflicts 
between the Pallava and the Pandya kingdoms 
presented opportunities for the revival of the 
Cholas into a formidable power. Since the pearl 
and chank fisheries of the Gulf of Mannar were 
very lucrative, the Cho t a kings also made rival 
claims and at times seized control over them.1 
Raja Raja Chola I (985-1 015), the first great 
Chola ruler had formidable naval fleet and hence 
subdued the Pandyas. Madurai and the rest of 
the Pandya country became part of the Chola 
Empire. He also brought the Cheras and the 
northern region of Sri Lanka under is control2 
The Tiruvilangadu plates contain account about 
the invasion of Raja Raja on Sri Lanka. He, by 
his powerful army excelled, crossed the ocean 
by ships and burnt the King of Sri Lanka.3 

Rajendra Chota (1012-1044), the son and 
successor of Raja Raja made a triumphal march 
through the Pandya and Kerala countries. He 
appointed one of his sons as viceroy (the 
Pandya and the Kerala king) with the title Chola-
Pandya since Madurai being the headquarters of 
the new viceroya lty.4 The new viceroy took 
possession of the bright spotless pearls, which 
were the seeds of the spotless fame of the 
Pandya kings.5 

Rajendra Chola sent overseas expeditions 
to Sri Vijayam and won victory over it. Thus the 
Chola empire of South Indi a was in constant 
communication with the islands of archipelago 
and with China during this period is very clear.6 
Therefore the Chudamani-vihara in 
Nagappattanam by the Sailendra King of Sri 
Vijaya cannot be viewed as an isolated 
undertaking all by itself. But it was the outcome 
of a flourishing maritime commerce between the 
countries of western world and China, in which 
Arabs, lndians and the people of the Malay 
Peninsula and the Indonesian Archipel ago 
acted as intermediaries.7 

The Chinese sources record four separate 
Chola missions to China. The Chola envoys 
have presented the Chinese emperor with eight 
hundred kilograms of pearls, sixty pieces of 
ivory, sixty pounds of incense and three 
thousand three hundred pounds of perfumes.8 
Also the envoys scattered pearls from a silver 

container under the Chinese throne as they 
retired.9  One understands from these Indo-
Chinese missions that the Cholas exercised 
immense control over the Fishery Coast. 

"As a general rule a pearl was considered 
valuable if it was perfectly round; the test for its 
absolute roundness was, that it did not cease 
rolling about all day when put on a plate. Foreign 
traders were in the habit of concealing pearls in 
the lining of their clothes and in the hand les of 
their umbrellas, and thus evaded the duties 
leviable upon them".10 The Chinese records, 
concurrently, tell us about the tributary trade 
between China and Chola kingdoms. The 
tributes from the Chola kingdom were mostly 
carried by Arab merchants. Tribute bearers 
could make a huge profit because they were 
allowed to bring free of duty, prescribed 
quantities of goods for resale.11 

The Imperial Chola rulers had developed 
cordial relations with the Arabs who had settled 
on the Fishery Coast. The Arab traders and 
navigators helped them to carry out trade in 
textiles between South India and West Asia and 
the Indonesian Archipelago.12 The Cholas 
utilized fully the maritime skill of the Arabs. The 
local merchants and the Arabs usually 
controlled trade through guilds. The 
Cholamandala Coast had several  ports and 
from there spices, gems, pearls and chanks were 
exported to Sumatra, Java, Burma,  Malaysia,  
Malacca, Indonesia  and Far Eastern countries 
by these Arabs.13 The Chola and the  Arab 
merchants visited Sri  Yijaya in South East Asia 
and from there reached China. 

A particular community called Kudirai-
Chettis dealt horses. They imported horses from 
abroad, particularly Arabia and perhaps Pegu, 
and distributed them among the princes and 
nobles in the Chola kingdom. The extensive 
trade described by Marco Polo and Wassaf in 
the beginning of the fourteenth century during 
the Pandya rule could not have sprung up 
suddenly, and its beginning must be traced to 
the Cholas, if not an earlier period.14 

The manufacture of sea-salt was carried on 
under government supervision and control, and 
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was subjected to considerable imports in kind 
and money, local and central. The salt-pans of 
Kanyakumari were also among the more 
important centres of salt manufacture, which 
was a widespread industry all along the sea 
coast.15 

The Cholas succeeded in maintaining 
extensive maritime activities and asserted their 

naval supremacy for over a century. However 
the Sailendras made costly adventures between 
1236 and 1256 proved to be the last chapter in 
the Hindu oceanic supremacy. The prolonged 
war between the Sailendras and the Cholas 
ultimately harmed both and the freedom of trade 
and navigation was jeopardised.16
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PORATTU NATAKAM; A SUBALTERN THEATRE 

P.O. Aiswarya 

Theatre has constituted an important part 
of cultural life and public entertainment in India 
from pre-colonial times. Theatre shows together 
with epic relations, ballads, songs and folktales 
comprise the principle medium of 
communication in societies characterised by 
limited literary and technology. These theatrical 
performances create on interactive relationship 
with viewers and generate an immediate 
response according to the social realities.  

The history of Indian theatre has roughly 
been classified into 3 prominent stages of 
development1. They are classical period, the 
traditional period and the modern period. The 
field of Malayalam theatre and drama had 
become active by the end of the 19th C. It is true 
that most of the cultural and art forms arise 
within the narrow compass of an caste, a group 
of caste belonging to separate class categories. 
The classical literary works of Malayalam were 
mostly produced by caste elites and deal with 
Ithihasa - Purana themes. 

The Porattu Natakam or Porattukali is a 
rural art form of folk theatre that has emanated 
from the resolute will of the down trodden2 
especially the Pana community perform this art 
form and it is popular in Palakkad District of 
Kerala. The census report of 1891 indicate the 
largest number of pana community living in 
Palakkad District3. They belong to scheduled 
caste category4. Porattukali or Porattu Nadakam 
is actually the voice and imagination of subaltern 
class. One of the challenges of doing subaltern 
history was to study group who did not leave 
their own written records. In the case of 
Porattukali there is no written records and there 
is no written script for this art form.  

Porattu Natakam is entirely different from 
other dramas. The classical art form are 
performed largely based on the story of Ithihasas 
and Puranas and actors were professionally 
trained one. But there is no specific story of 
Porattunatakam and participants or actors are 
the common people using of common language. 






























