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Development of Information and Communication 
Technologies have significantly changed the routine 
activities and practices of libraries to provide variety 
of services to satisfy the user’s needs. To provide fast, 
integrated, interactive and comprehensive services to 
their users the libraries must engaged to modernize 
their operations and their services by using Open Access 
Resources. Today, the open access resources play a vital 
role to provide valuable information round the clock, free 
of cost. The present publication in these edited volumes 
consists of outstanding papers from eminent Library and 
Information Science Professionals, having five independent 
sections such as, Section 1: Innovative Trends in Libraries; 
Section 2: Innovative Application in libraries; Section 3: Best 
Practice in Library Services; Section 4: Modern Transition in 
Library Services & Section 5: Transformation on Innovations 
in Libraries. It is believed that the information contained 
in these volumes would be an invaluable addition to the 
available literature on Library and Information Science.
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Belefeld Academic Search Engine as a 
Knowledge Discovery Tool: Know It, Use it 
and Share it with Users’ Community

Dr. K. Ramasamy1 & Dr. P. Padma2

1College Librarian, M V Muthiah Government Arts College for Women, 
Dindigul, Tamilnadu,

2Assistant Professor, DLIS, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai. 

Introduction

BASE is one of the world’s most voluminous search engines especially for 
academic web resources. BASE provides more than 140 million documents 
from more than 6,000 sources. You can access the full texts of about 60% of 
the indexed documents for free (Open Access). BASE is operated by Bielefeld 
University Library.

Base is indexing the metadata of all kinds of academically relevant resources 
- journals, institutional repositories, digital collections etc. - which provide an 
OAI interface and use OAI-PMH for providing their contents. The index is 
continuously enhanced by integrating further sources. The users can suggest 
a source which is not indexed yet. BASE is a registered OAI service provider. 
Database managers can integrate the BASE index into their local infrastructure 
(e.g. Meta search engines, library catalogues). 

In comparison to commercial search engines, BASE is characterized by the 
following features:

 • Intellectually selected resources
 • Only document servers that comply with the specific requirements 

of academic quality and relevance are included
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Research Data Repositories as Registered 
in Re3data: An Panoramic Presentation of 
Indian Repositories

Dr. P. Padma1 & Dr. K. Ramasamy2

1Assistant Professor, DLIS, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai. 
2College Librarian, M V Muthiah Government Arts College for Women, 

Dindigul, Tamilnadu. 

Introduction

Data repositories are digital archives collecting, preserving and making 
available research data and their metadata. Permalink is a comfortable means 
for linking and citing datasets. A data repository is also known as a data library 
or data archive. This is a general term to refer to a data set isolated to be mined 
for data reporting and analysis.

The data repository is a large database infrastructure —  several databases 
— that collect, manage, and store data sets for data analysis, sharing and 
reporting.

Typology of repositories:

 • Institutional research data repositories – e.g. UT DataDOI, Edinburgh 
DataShare, Harvard Dataverse

 • National data repositories – e.g. UK Data Service, ANDS
 • Disciplinary research data repositories – e.g. DRYAD ,PANGAEA, 

BioSharing, TROLLing, DataONE
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LIS PROFESSIONALS AND THE INABILITY TO COPE WITH THE NEW
TECHNOLOGIES IN A HEALTHY MANNER: IS IT THEIR

‘TECHNOSTRESS’?
RAMASAMY, K(DR.)
College Librarian, M V Muthiah Government Arts College for Women, Dindigul,
Tamilnadu. Email: ramasamy1975@gmail.com

PADMA, P (DR.)
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Library and Information Science, Madurai
Kamaraj University, Madurai. Tamilnadu. Email:
ppadmajournal@gmail.com

Abstract
The present day library environment is filled with ICT tools and
techniques, ICT / online products and Services and the so-called
dynamic e-resources. Hardware components like Computes, Scanners,
printers, barcode scanners, barcode printers, Xerox machines and
software components like operating system, programming languages,
data base management systems, web servers, designing softwares, IR
(Institutional repository) software, digital library software, automation
software, content management systems are dominating the library
atmosphere. Without having a basic / sound knowledge of these tools
and programmes, many a librarians fail miserably in their attempts to
reach their users. When they are unable to cope with these technological
gadgets, they get stress, specifically ‘Technostress’. The present paper
attempts to portray the meaning and definition of technostress, reasons
for technostress among LIS professionals, effects of such stress and the
stress busters required for reducing the stress.

Keywords
Technostress, LIS professionals, techno overload, symptoms, techno
insecurity, stress busters

Introduction
With the development and application of information technologies, the
library environment has changed from the traditional library to
computerized library, then automated library and more recently digital
library. The Library professionals experience stress as they have to
readjust their lives with the changing library environment, job rotation,
job promotion, etc. While adjusting to such changing library environment,
stress will either help or interrupt us depending on how we react to it.
There is a pressure on the library professionals to adopt knowledge of
new technologies along with traditional method of functions and services.
But there is limited scope for training programs, higher studies, refresher
courses, and this becomes a cause of stress among library professionals
(Ranjana, 2015).
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JOB SHADOWING AND REVERSE SHADOWING: THE SIMPLE BUT
EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES OF CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR LIS

PROFESSIONALS

RAMASAMY, K(DR.)
College Librarian, M V Muthiah Government Arts College for Women, Dindigul,
Tamilnadu. Email: ramasamy1975@gmail.com

PADMA, P (DR.)
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Library and Information Science, Madurai
Kamaraj University, Madurai. Tamilnadu. Email:
ppadmajournal@gmail.com
Abstract

The Library and Information Science Professionals need to update
themselves with recent happenings in the working of libraries – whether
library automation, digitization, library resources, library management or
online endeavours. They follow various ways and means to pursue their
continuing education which may take the form of both formal
programmes and informal activities. This paper talks about two such
CPD (Continuing Professional Development) activities namely job/work
shadowing and reverse shadowing. This paper portrays the meaning,
definition, uses, types, advantages and disadvantages of job/work
shadowing. It also details the job shadow activities of host and guest,
things to do while shadowing, meaning and benefits of reverse shadowing.

Keywords

Job Shadowing, Reverse Shadowing, LIS professionals, Hands-on,
Observation, Continuing Education, Career Development

Introduction

Continuous / Continuing professional Development (CPD) is the lifelong
learning process. The professionals have to keep on learning throughout
their career. Both for survival and Success, they need continuous
education – let it be formal or informal. The table shown below gives a
list of CPD activities that may be employed by the professionals to keep
them updated and current in their area of work.

Work Based Learning
 Learning by doing
 Case studies/presentations
 Reflective practice
 Clinical audit
 Coaching from others

Professional Activity
 Involvement in a

professional body
 Membership of a specialist

interest group
 Lecturing or teaching
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Open Access Resources in ‘Paperity’: A Metric Analysis of the First Multi-Disciplinary 

Aggregator 

Dr. P. Padma
1
& Dr. K. Ramasamy

2 
1
Assistant Professor, DLIS, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai. 

2
College Librarian, M V Muthiah Government Arts College for Women, Dindigul 

0. Abstract 

There are attempts to pool together the available open access journal articles in smaller ways here and 

there. But a major breakthrough in this field is the endeavour of Paperity – the first multi-disciplinary journal 

articles aggregator. This paper describes the basic look and feel of Paperity website showing the home page, 

search options, advanced search options and browsing facilities. The paper also gives a quantitative account of 

25 lakh plus open access articles from 8000 plus journals as available in Paperity database. The analysis shows 

that:  The journal ‘PLOS One’ leads the table with 202181 articles followed by Nucleic Acids Research with 

36273 articles and Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society with 33854 articles. 17,21,299 papers out 

of 25,63,388 open access articles are published in English language followed by Polish with 49,650 papers, 

German with 39683 papers and French with 32039 papers. A majority of 3, 81,719 open access papers included 

in Paperity are from USA. Three countries namely UK (1,38,867), Germany (1,07,966) and China (1,05,095) 

have contributed more than 1 lakh but less than 1.5 lakh open access papers. Oxford University Press has the 

highest number of 4.36 lakhs open access articles followed by Public library of science and Biomed Central with 

2.27 lakhs of papers each in Paperity. There are 22, 53,052 regular papers and 3, 10,433 grey papers in 

Paperity. The paper concludes with the wish that more publishers should come forward to make their research 

papers available in Paperity. 

Keywords: Paperity, open access articles, gold access, grey papers, open access journals 

1. Introduction 

Open access resources are dominating the world of learning, teaching and research in academic arena of the 
present generation. The availability of more open access resources in hundreds of websites have really troubled 
the users in noting, knowing, remembering and using them at times of need. We need to have a single 
placeholder where all such open access articles are pooled and placed available for the use of the learners and 
researchers. One such attempt of first of its kind is Paperity.  

2. Paperity 

Paperity is the first multi-disciplinary aggregator of Open Access journals and papers, "gold" and "hybrid". It: 

• gives readers easy and unconstrained access to thousands of journals from hundreds of disciplines, in 
one central location; 

• helps authors reach their target audience, disseminate discoveries more effectively and maximize 
research impact;  

• raises exposure of journals, boosts their readership and encourages new manuscript submissions 
(https://paperity.org/about/) 

Paperity is the way towards more efficient scholarly communication in all research fields, from Sciences, 
Technology, Medicine, to Social Sciences, to Humanities and Arts. The ultimate goal is to aggregate 100% of 
Open Access literature, published in any place around the world, in any field of research.  

3. Features 

• Accessibility: All articles indexed by Paperity are Open Access (OA).  

• Universality: Paperity is multi-disciplinary and covers all fields of research.  

• Integrity:  Paperity makes sure to index only genuine scholarly literature. Detailed information about every 
document to be included is collected and close attention is paid to ensure that collection is not polluted with 
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Simple but Stupendous Tools for Calculating the Exact Sample Size: Be at Ease to Conduct 

Your Research Process 

Dr. K. Ramasamy
1 
& Dr. P.  Padma

2
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College Librarian, M.V.Muthiah Government Arts College for Women, Dindigul 

2
Assistant Professor, Dept. of Library and Information Science, Madurai Kamaraj University 

0. Abstract 

         One of the foremost problems in any survey research is determining the required sample size for the 

proposed study. The sample size decides the relative relevancy and reliability of your research data. The 

interpretation of the data becomes valid only if the researcher has collected the data from a minimum 

recommended sample size. The present study aims at portraying four different ways the researchers may employ 

to determine the sample size of their research work. The study gives the screen shots of half of dozen online 

sample size calculators and shows how to calculate the sample size. A note of readymade tables for ascertaining 

sample size is given with an example of Morgan’s table for sample size. Slovin’s sample size formula has been 

illustrated with an example. And the paper also talks about Excel sheet calculators which may be used to fix the 

sample size. An example of such an excel sheet is demonstrated. It is concluded that the researchers should 

explore and make use of such freely available tools and techniques to make their research process easier and 

smooth ensuring reliability and originality.  

Keywords: Sample size calculators, online calculators, readymade tables, excel sheets 

1. Introduction 

Census and Survey are the two popular methods adopted by the social science researchers for collecting 
primary data from the respondents. While census methods makes you collect data from the entire population, 
survey methods demands your collect primary data from a sample respondents rather than the whole population. 
Most of the social science researches are survey studies. The researchers should follow a comprehensive and 
authoritative method of determining the sample size i.e from how many respondents the data is to be collected 
with the help of questionnaires, schedules, checklists, google forms etc?  

2. What is a “Sample Size”? 

A sample size is a part of the population chosen for a survey or experiment. For example, you might take a 
survey of Smartphone owner’s brand preferences. You won’t want to survey all the millions of Smartphone 
owners in the country (either because it’s too expensive or time consuming), so you take a sample size. That may 
be several thousand owners. The sample size is a representation of all Smartphone owner’s brand preferences. If 
you choose your sample wisely, it will be a good representation. 

(https://www.statisticshowto.datasciencecentral.com/probability-and-statistics/find-sample-size/) 

3. What are Confidence Interval / Margin of Error?  

The confidence interval (also called margin of error) is the plus-or-minus figure usually reported in 
newspaper or television opinion poll results. For example, if you use a confidence interval of 5 and 57% percent 
of your sample picks an answer you can be "sure" that if you had asked the question of the entire relevant 
population between 52% (57-5) and 62% (57+5) would have picked that answer. 

4. Methods of calculating the sample size 

The following options may be exercised by the researchers to choose the sample size required for their 
survey studies. 

• Online Sample size Calculators 

• Sample size formula 

• Readymade Sample size tables 

• Readymade Excel Sheets 

• MS Excel 








































































