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OPEN LIBRARIES AS AN ALTRUISTIC APPROACH TO PROMOTE 

READING: AN EXPLORATION OF THREE VARIANT FORMS 

1
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LRG Government Arts College for Women, Tirupur, Tamil Nadu 
2
College Librarian, M.V.Muthiah Govt. Arts College for Women, Dindigul, Tamil Nadu 

Abstract 

The reading activity is the primary stepping stone in the evolution of civilization of the society.  

The Technology may upscale to any heights but the basic activity of reading is never obsolete.  

The Library caters to the reading requirement for Education, Entertainment or Information needs. 

This paper attempts to throw light on the concept of Open Libraries. Open Library is a concept which 

shatters all the obstacles to visit the library to read, either in person or through web. Physical Open 

Library is an age old, established concept in Scandinavian countries like Denmark. Many public 

libraries have been converted to Open Library, which proves the success of the concept. The Digital 

version of the Open Library has also become prevalent in this digital Era. There are many online 

open access libraries which can be categorized as “Open” Library in which the materials or the 

resources are open to use on the web. This paper discusses about the concept of Open Libraries, 

explores three variant forms of Open Libraries existing globally now and exposes how Open 

Libraries may impact reading.  

Keywords: Open Library, Reading, Open Access, Online Library 

Introduction 

On the basis of “Access” to resources, the Libraries may be categorized as ancient, medieval and 

modern libraries. Ancient Libraries were the restricted libraries, much alike museums in which only 

the royal and privileged persons could access the books or the materials, the books were chained in 

some libraries. Due to the philanthropic attitude of some Royals and by the tremendous efforts of the 

Government, the policies were modified during the medieval period and the resources were allowed 

to be accessed to the public with some copyright restrictions. The modern library may be said as the 

“Ideal” library with equal opportunities to all with several initiatives like Creative Commons which 

control the copyright barriers. Digital libraries are more democratic, with equal access to one and all. 

They are the libraries for the patrons, by the patrons and sometimes of the patrons. Digital libraries 

have transcended the physical borders and provide universal access. 

Open Library: Concept  

Open Libraries are the Organizations in which the resources are free to use at any time. The open 

access to the materials is the basic feature of Open Libraries. Open Libraries are also open to 

Intellectual contributions from the patrons. The copyright issues were the barriers for open access to 

knowledge resources which diminished substantially due to technological advancements. Creative 

commons and other lenient licensing have led to an “open” knowledge environment. 

According to Joute (2008), “The collection and the information resources in the context of open 

library covers different aspects of knowledge resources as well as its retrieval, storing and processing 

for different users and  open to all users” 
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IMMEMORIAL INFORMATION LITERACY MODELS AND STANDARDS:  

A CONCEPTUAL GLEAM 

1
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2
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1
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Abstract 

Among the many skills required to be imbibed by the people to lead a successful life in this ICT 

penetrated Google era, Information Literacy skills play a major and pivotal role. It has become the 

most sought after skills required by an individual to survive and succeed in the present information 

society. To understand, learn, evaluate and teach the information literacy skills, a good number of 

models, standards and frameworks are developed by individuals and organizations over a period of 

time. These information literacy models and standards serve as a blue print for the learners and 

teachers to deal with IL skills. This paper spells out the meaning of information literacy and gives a 

glimpse of popular information literacy standards and models in simple terms.   

Keywords: Information Literacy, IL Standards, SCONUL Seven Pillars, ACRL, Big6, 8 W’s Model 

Introduction 

Literacy has become the foundation for the growth of any civilization. The enthusiasm of the 

people to learn new things, to record what they have learnt and to apply what they have learnt to  

re-learn and de-learn help the civilizations reach greater heights. In the previous centuries, we 

were deliberating about literacy skills of the people – the ability to read and write. Then, on the 

advent of information and communication technologies and networking environment, new set of 

skills have started penetrating into human world. The people of the Google wor ld are supposed 

to possess computer literacy, ICT literacy, network literacy, visual literacy, media literacy, 

financial literacy and what not. But, Information literacy skills and social media literacy skills 

are the prominent skills expected from every netizens now.  

The idea of information literacy was first conceived by Paul Zurkowski in 1974. He was the President 

of ILA - Information Industry Association. As pointed out by Association & Research of College 

Libraries (ACRL) (2000), “Information literacy is a key component of lifelong learning. Information 

literacy extends learning beyond formal classroom settings”.  Information literacy skills enable the 

individuals to carry out the responsibilities in all areas of life – education, learning, research, 

entertainment, business, teaching etc. Then comes the question, who is an information literate person. 

If a person is able to know when he needs information and has all the skills to find out, evaluate and 

use the information effectively in his life, then he becomes an information literate person.  

According to Nkiko (2005), an IL person knows that to take decisions intelligently, one needs to have 

accurate and complete information ; recognizes the need for information; makes his questions or 

queries based on information needs; identifies potential sources of information; develops successful 

search strategies; accesses sources of information (Both online and offline);  evaluates information; 

organizes information for practical application; integrates new information into an existing body of 

knowledge; uses information in critical thinking and problem solving and understands the social and 

legal issues surrounding the use of information.” 
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DIGITAL STORYTELLING:  

AN INNOVATIVE LIBRARY SERVICE OF THE DIGITAL ERA 

1
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Abstract 

Storytelling has been a significant tool in pedagogy since time immemorial. The technological 

revolution has brought out a new version of it, which is the digital storytelling. It is a creative 

integration of multimedia and technology into traditional storytelling concept. Creation of digital 

stories is a multi-step process involving several elements. Libraries are transforming into library 2.0 

by providing innovative technology-based services to the user community. Digital storytelling can be 

introduced as a new service in libraries as it embodies the essence of library 2.0. There are several 

advantages and challenges which come along with its integration into library. Several libraries have 

become models to the community through creative incorporation of digital storytelling services. LIS 

professionals can take inspiration from these success stories and initiate digital storytelling service in 

their libraries to promote participatory learning. This paper attempts to explore the kinds of digital 

stories, steps involved in creating digital stories, technologies available for the purpose, advantages 

and disadvantages of digital storytelling and to list few libraries which have successfully implemented 

this concept. This paper also narrates how digital story telling can be introduced as an innovative 

service in modern libraries. 

Keywords: Digital storytelling, Library service, Digital Era, Innovative Library Service 

Introduction 

Storytelling was a powerful tool in the oral tradition of most cultures. It remained as a significant 

pedagogical method with the invention of printed books. With digital revolution and popularity of 

web 2.0 tools, the concept of digital storytelling has been introduced. Education system today is 

transforming to the changing needs of student community and to the digital world. In today’s learner 

centered education system, digital storytelling is the latest instructional tool for the21st century 

learners who are engaged with digital devices and internet. Modern libraries are getting transformed 

with innovative spaces such as meeting space, performative space, inspirational space etc. and 

technology-based services like automated reference queries, cloud based remote service, instant 

messaging service etc. With library 2.0, modern libraries have great potential for integrating digital 

storytelling into its services for the users who are creators and consumers of digital content. Many 

libraries have initiated such services already. It is a great opportunity for digitally skilled librarians to 

attract more users to the library and its resources. 

What is Digital Storytelling? 

Digital storytelling is a technique of narrating stories creatively by integrating multimedia such as 

audio, video, graphics, images, animations etc. to keep the viewers engaged. The stories are usually of 

short duration, lasting for few minutes. According to Wang and Zhan (2010) digital storytelling has 

become a new pedagogical endeavor that emerged from the proliferation of digital technologies such 

as digital cameras, photo editing software, authoring tools and Web 2.0 technologies. 
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USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKING TOOLS BY  

INDIAN AND INTERNATIONAL LIBRARIES: AN ITSY-BITSY STUDY 
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Abstract 

Social Networking tools have become a part of everyday life of the common man. It has influenced 

every sphere of life. The first purpose of the study is to present a theoretical background of use of 

social networking tools / sites and how various library services can be enhanced with the help of 

these social networking sites / tools. The second purpose of this study is to see the extent of the 

influence of Social networking on the well-establishedIndian and international Libraries. 20 Indian 

and 20 international libraries were randomly selected. Web Survey method was employed for the 

study. A check-list was used to collect data. The study reveals that like international libraries, most of 

the selected Indian libraries have integrated the use of Facebook, Twitter and Youtube, but they still 

lack other well established tools such as Blogs, Instant Messaging tools, Audio visual related tools. 

Keywords: Social Networking Tools, International Libraries, Indian Libraries, Facebook, Instagram 

Introduction 

The growth of Social Networking tools has highly influenced the man in every sphere of life. It has in 

fact diminished the distance divide by bringing people located in distant parts of the world together 

through a common social networking platform. The social networking scenario has come a long way 

since the invention of the telegraph in 1844 and then the first recognized social media site "Six 

Degrees", founded in 1997 by Andrew Weinreich which enabled users to upload profile pictures and 

connect with others. Facebook and Twitter now lead the pack with almost whole world following 

them, through which we now interact face to face. The entry of social media into the library though a 

boon to the information dissemination job of libraries, was not first welcomed by libraries owing to 

the lack of secrecy or privacy in certain platform. In the present scenario many tools of social 

networking have been integrated into the distribution of library resources and services. The 

introduction of Social networking into the library scenario has highly enhanced the performance of 

libraries.  

Social Networking 

The activity of sharing information and communicating with groups of people using the internet 

especially through websites that are specially designed for this purpose. The prominent social 

networking toolsare :Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Youtube, Blogs, Slideshare and Flickr. Ellison 

(2007) defined SNS as “web-based services which permitted individual todevelop a public profile, 

express/share to a list of userswho are connected with him/her”. 

Social Networking Tools in Libraries 

The most commonly used social networking tools in the library scenario in are Facebook, Twitter, 

YouTube, LinkedIn and Blog. 

 Facebook: The world leader in social networking  with 2.45 billion monthly active Facebook 

users registered as of 2019 making it the world’s biggest social media platform. The Facebook 
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ZOTEROBIB: A SCREENSHOT–BASED EXPERIENCE 

Dr. Ramasamy, K. 

College Librarian, M V Muthiah Government Arts College for Women, Dindigul 

Abstract 

This paper discusses about the importance of reference management in research works and lists the 

various free and open sources, desktop and online reference management software available for the 

researchers. More specifically, the paper demonstrates the automatic generation of references using 

ZoteroBib–an online reference generator of the popular Zotero desktop software. The paper shows 

how to search for a particular resource and generate reference for it in 9000+ citation styles, how to 

download the references, how to create a link for crowd-editing and how to create references with 

manual input of required data in ZoteroBib online tool.  

Keywords: Reference Management, ZoteroBib, Online Citation Generator 

Introduction 

Whenever we undertake a research work, we have to refer to other research works–the books, book 

chapters, journal articles, conference papers, online sources etc. The ideas, suggestions, concepts, 

methods, findings, suggestions, etc., of other researchers are borrowed and used in our research  

work–either in the introduction section, review of literature section, methodology section or 

discussion section. When we refer to others’ ideas and use their intellectual thought content, we have 

to properly acknowledge them. The standard method of referring to other’s content is known as 

referencing/citing. Hundreds of referencing / citation styles or manuals are available to help the 

researcher to write/render the references correctly. Reference management software reduces the 

workload burden for the researchers to edit, proofread, and avoid formatting errors (Aronsky et al., 

2005). The main purpose of the bibliographic references management software is to organize the 

information about the materials on the given subject which helps readers to access it (International 

Committee, 1999). Knowledge of reference management software has become a basic skill to be 

possessed by the researchers across the disciplines.  

Reference Management Software/Bibliographic Software and Citation Management Software 

RMS is an application software that intends to help the researcher to create, organize, store, format, 

export and import references using select citation styles. Reference management software also helps 

to construct the customized databases of literature references and manage the citation and formatting 

of a list of references, and insert new citation into a seamless operation (Curry & Gray, 2008).  

Free RMS, open source RMS and online RMS are available. Few such popular RMSs are given 

below: 

Desktop Versions: Endnote, JabRef, Zotero, Mendeley, Refworks 

Online Tools: ZoteroBib, Mendeley, Citefast, Citationmachine, Citethisforme, etc. 

Features of ZoteroBib Online Reference Generator (‘Zoterobib’,n.d) 

 ZoteroBib is a new service that helps you build a bibliography from any computer or device 

without creating an account or installing software. It is a good alternative to Zotero if you need to 
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Introduction 

Technology has advanced drastically that it has changed every sphere of life. Almost 

everything works at the click of a button. The information dissemination scenario which was 

centered on just the four corners of a library room is now available at your own homes or 

fingertips. The primary function of a library is the collection and dissemination of 

information to its members. Libraries saw a rapid change with the invention of the printing 

press by Guttenberg. But with the invention of the internet and the World Wide Web by Tim 

Berners-Lee, 1989 the scenario of information dissemination has reached greater heights 

rapidly. The evolution of the internet and the World Wide Web coupled with the revolution in 

the electronic world has simplified the dissemination of information. Man has access to 

information without restriction of time or geographical boundaries. Libraries that were once 

restricted by boundaries are now libraries without boundaries. 

This dissemination of information is made possible by libraries that employ the 

advanced tools of information dissemination available in this modern world. Libraries have 

become gateways of knowledge. Those library resources and services that could be accessed 

only by visiting the library can now be easily accessed even through a mobile phone. Library 

websites have now been transformed to information gateways to the benefit of its members. 

The Gateway being provided by a trusted source gives an added advantage to the members 

because the authenticity of resources is ensured. 
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Introduction 

Assistive Technology (AT) empowers numerous individuals with incapacities to live 

autonomously, deal with their essential requirements, contribute in network exercises, and 

participate in profitable employment. One of the basic highlights of a far reaching society is 

correspondence of chance for all occupants – permission to comparable public resources and 

practically identical workplaces. With the overall move to "cutting edge", this accessibility 

opening has furthermore expanded. Over the span of the latest couple of years, advanced 

courses of action like screen understanding programming, a wheelchair, walking helps, etc., 

have helped PWDs in driving a free life and upheld their business openings. The 

International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF) characterizes 

assistive items and innovation as any item, instrument, gear or innovation adjusted or 

exceptionally intended for improving the working of an individual with an incapacity. The 

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) characterizes assistive items all the 

more comprehensively as any item, particularly created or by and large accessible, that is 
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Introduction 

The world is witnessing new innovations and technological up gradations every day. 

From books being the major source of information in the past to Google becoming the 

primary source of information in today’s world, the journey from print to digital era has been 

eventful. Various alterations have happened to most professions due to this digital shift. The 

job descriptions have also changed to suit the demands of modern world. Digital literacy 

skills have become essential for survival in the 21st century digital age. Libraries are 

procuring more digital information resources to fulfil the needs of various user groups. The 

outbreak of pandemics and natural calamities in the recent past has increased the significance 

of digital resources and online learning and familiarised general public with the use of 

technological devices such as mobiles and computers. With the increasing number of digital 

counterparts of print resources and born digital documents, the traditional jobs of LIS 

professionals are also changing. It is essential for them to possess digital literacy skills to 

sustain as an indispensable part in the educational system and to guide and assist the modern-

day users in their information seeking pursuits.  As users are becoming self-learners and 

managing their information needs by themselves, LIS professionals should take initiatives to 

stay updated and learn new things to provide effective services which will attract the new 

user community. Increased access to digital devices may not necessarily make the users 

digital literates, therefore LIS professionals can play an important role in developing a 
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0. Abstract 

There are attempts to pool together the available open access journal articles in smaller ways here and 

there. But a major breakthrough in this field is the endeavour of Paperity – the first multi-disciplinary journal 

articles aggregator. This paper describes the basic look and feel of Paperity website showing the home page, 

search options, advanced search options and browsing facilities. The paper also gives a quantitative account of 

25 lakh plus open access articles from 8000 plus journals as available in Paperity database. The analysis shows 

that:  The journal ‘PLOS One’ leads the table with 202181 articles followed by Nucleic Acids Research with 

36273 articles and Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society with 33854 articles. 17,21,299 papers out 

of 25,63,388 open access articles are published in English language followed by Polish with 49,650 papers, 

German with 39683 papers and French with 32039 papers. A majority of 3, 81,719 open access papers included 

in Paperity are from USA. Three countries namely UK (1,38,867), Germany (1,07,966) and China (1,05,095) 

have contributed more than 1 lakh but less than 1.5 lakh open access papers. Oxford University Press has the 

highest number of 4.36 lakhs open access articles followed by Public library of science and Biomed Central with 

2.27 lakhs of papers each in Paperity. There are 22, 53,052 regular papers and 3, 10,433 grey papers in 

Paperity. The paper concludes with the wish that more publishers should come forward to make their research 

papers available in Paperity. 

Keywords: Paperity, open access articles, gold access, grey papers, open access journals 

1. Introduction 

Open access resources are dominating the world of learning, teaching and research in academic arena of the 
present generation. The availability of more open access resources in hundreds of websites have really troubled 
the users in noting, knowing, remembering and using them at times of need. We need to have a single 
placeholder where all such open access articles are pooled and placed available for the use of the learners and 
researchers. One such attempt of first of its kind is Paperity.  

2. Paperity 

Paperity is the first multi-disciplinary aggregator of Open Access journals and papers, "gold" and "hybrid". It: 

• gives readers easy and unconstrained access to thousands of journals from hundreds of disciplines, in 
one central location; 

• helps authors reach their target audience, disseminate discoveries more effectively and maximize 
research impact;  

• raises exposure of journals, boosts their readership and encourages new manuscript submissions 
(https://paperity.org/about/) 

Paperity is the way towards more efficient scholarly communication in all research fields, from Sciences, 
Technology, Medicine, to Social Sciences, to Humanities and Arts. The ultimate goal is to aggregate 100% of 
Open Access literature, published in any place around the world, in any field of research.  

3. Features 

• Accessibility: All articles indexed by Paperity are Open Access (OA).  

• Universality: Paperity is multi-disciplinary and covers all fields of research.  

• Integrity:  Paperity makes sure to index only genuine scholarly literature. Detailed information about every 
document to be included is collected and close attention is paid to ensure that collection is not polluted with 














































































































